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S ept  ei;ib  er , 1 95  6 . 


To  the  Ohr.irnan  anl  '..■anbers  of  the  Cannock  Ihiral  jUstrict  Council. 
Ladies  end  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presentin''';  to  j'-ou  the  f.nnual  Report  for  the 
yecr  1955«  The  report  lias  been  compiled  on  the  rreneral  lines  indicated 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Duriny  1955  3''our  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
\7r.s  the  late  Dr,  Ihmcan  T.  Mc/dnsli. 

In  the  Cannock  Rural  District  in  1955  tlie  Live  Lirtii  Rate  v/ac  l6,7 
per  1,000  population  and  tlie  Death  Rate  10, if  compered  v/ith  respective 
firpr’cs  of  15«0  and  11,7  for  Ln^land  and  Ho.les,  the'x'e  were  419  live 
births  in  the  Rural  District  in  1955  (208  ma.les  and  211  females)  and 
the  total  number  of  deaths  was  26l  (145  males  and  11 6 females),  live 
births  thus  exceeding  total  deaths  by  15o.  l^aths  of  infrrts  under  1 
year  of  a.^e  nunbered  13;  Rdvinp  an  Infant  Mortality  PuP.te  of  31*0 
ca'moaT'ed  v.dth  24,9  for  Enf‘;land  and  Viales  (the  latter  figure  was  the 
lov/cst  ever  recorded  for  England  a'lid  Hales . ) 


1955 

Caimiock  R 


notified  in  tlie 


I 

rn 


was  a "Measles  Year" , 529  cases  being 

D,  /rea.  There  were  19  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  20  cases  of 
Liiooping  Cough  ai'id  29  cases  of  .Jysentery  cormDared  with  figures  in 
1954  of  33;  19  nnd  4^  respectively,  illl  the  cases  of  D^'-senterj''  \7ere 
of  the  mild  Sonne  Type,  No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  duriiig 
the  year.  There  i.-ere  ^6  Deaths  fran  Malignant  Neoplasms,  including 
4 Male  deaths  registered  as  being  due  to  CarcinoLia  of  tlie  Lung  or 
Bronchus.  In  England  and  Wales  deaths  frou.i  Carcinar:ia  of  the  Long 
and  Bronchus  in  1955  rose  from  657  to  693  per  aiillion  population  in 
'.len  and  from  102  to  1 05  per  million  in  women  over  the  1 954  figures , 

The  part  playedL  by  tobacco-smoking,  especially  cigarette  siiioking,  in 
this  connection  continues  to  attract  much  publicity  and  discussion. 

The  Mid-1  955  population  of  tlie  Camock  Rural  District  \7as  given 
as  25,110  by  the  Registrar-General  (25,340  in  Mid-1 954)  • 

For  the  Cannock  Rural  District  the  Health  Sei"vices  under  Part: 

3 of  tlie  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  ere  provided  by  the 
Staffordshire  County  Council  which  is  the  Local  Health  Authority, 

These  services  include  A'.ibulancc  facilities,  /uitc-natal  and  Infant 
'.'.blfere  Clinics,  District  Nursing  Service,  KorAe-hclps  etc. 

67  permanent  nev/ dwellings  were  erected  by  the  Cannock  R.D.C, 
in  1955  and  73  by  private  enterprise.  The  body  of  the  report  contains 
a suioary  of  inspections  etc,  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 

In  conclusion  I have  to  thank  the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health 
j^epertinent  for  much  lielp  in  the  preparation  of  tliis  report. 


A,  Thomson, 
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Qo  ol.  Ajl  c!a— 1 95-^ « 

Area  (in  acres ) 56,608. 

I'^ep.istrsr  General's  escnnate  of  tlio  rosiclent  popi,aation  in  mid-year  25,110. 
Icatealle  Value  as  at  31-3-56.  £120,750,  and  a penny  rate  produces  lliJ+8-0-0. 
There  v/ere  no  chaA^es  in  the  iDoundaries  of  the  district  durinr^  1955* 
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Total  Live  Births, 

208 

211 

419 

Le^itiiiiate. 

199 

204 

403 

I lie;  -itiiTiate . 

9 

7 

16 

Total  Still  Births, 

4 

6 

10 

Legi’fch  late , 

4 

5 

9 

Illep,itiimate , 

- 

1 

1 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  prp'ulation  for  the  district 
Corrected  Birth  Ra.te  per  1 ,000  population  for  the  district 
Birth  Rate  jyer  1 ,000  population  for  Bnoland  and  ¥ales 


16.7 

16.0 

15.0 


Stillhirths  23.3  pcr  1 ,000  total  (liive  and  Still)  Births, 
Stillhirths  for  England,  and  V/a.lcs  the  correspondino  fifure  is  23.1 


Total  261  . 


Dl^jng, 

Male  12f5. 


Female  1 1 6 . 


Local  Crude  Death  Rate  10, if  per  1,000  population. 

Corrected  Deaih  jr^ate  11,9  por  1 ,000  population. 

Death  Ra.te  for  En2;land  and  Vales  11  ,7  per  1 ,000  population, 

Tlie  Ilatemal  Mortality  Hate  fox*  the  country  was  O.64  per  1 ,000 
total  Births  (Live  and  Still). 

There  vras  no  case  of  Ilatemal  Mortalit^r  in  tlie  district  duriAO 
the  year. 


.IjEATK3_0F  jmjmS  UKDER 
Om  TOj.l  OF  AGE . 


DcatiiG  of  Infants  under  one  yesr*  of  = 13, 

distributed  as  folla\7s:- 

• Feniale . 

Total  5 8 

Lordtiiuate  3 6 

Illcfyitruato  - 2 


Death  Fate  of  Infants  under  one  ^T-ear  of  af;;e  per 


1 ,000  live  births  »0 


Of  these 


1 3 Deo.ths  ^ 0 occuirred  under  four  \.'-oeks 


of  an:e. 


Deaths  froin  Measles  (all  ares  j ••••€••••••••••••• 

JDeaths  fran  Tlioopinr  Cou,rh  ( all  aacs  .Nil. 

Deaths  fron  jHarrhoea  (uider  2 )«•••••••««••••••  .Nil. 


INCIDINCE  OF  SCdTdET 

FWAAf  DIPPZrilEPIA 

MD_H'']EII.10NIA  DljpJlTG  TilE 

: Am  YEAi-iS  1946-1933. 

Scarlet  Fever 

•,  Diphtheria.  Pneumonia. 
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rjSGISTRAIl  GSMT^AL’S 


sriorjr  list 


OF  CAITSFij  OI*’  DIFmL 


Causes  of  Death, 

*'■'**“  I -w  ■« •*  I 


Tuherculosis , rcspiro.toiy . 

Tuberculosis , other, •••••••••••••,••••• 

Sypliilitic  disease 

Diphtheria, 

Vdioopinr^^  Cough 

I.Ieningococcal  infections  

Acute  Poliauyelitis 

Measles  

Other  infective  ejid  parasitic  diseases , 
Malignant  neoplasm , stomach, 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

Malignant  neoplasm,  brest ,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
Malignant  neople^sm,  uterus ,,,,,,,,,,,, , 
Other  maligncnt  and.  ly'^ohatic  neoplasms 
Leulcaemia , aleulcaemir 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  sj^stem,,,,, 
Corona.ry  disease , ajigina 
Hypertension  vd.th  heart  disea.se 
Other  hcajrt  disease ,.,.»,,,,,,o,,,.,,,. 
Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia. 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respira.tory  system,,. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum ,,,, 

Gastritis,  enteritis  a.nd  diarrhoea,.,., 
Nepliritis  and  neplirosis 
Hyperplasis  of  prostate , 

Pregnancy,  childbirbli,  abortion,,,,,.,. 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 
Motor  Vehicle  accidents , 

All  other  accidents , 

Suicid.e 

Hanicide  and  operations  of  war, , 


Total, 
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4 

4 

4 

4 

20 


4 

36 

33 

10 

48 
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TOT/iLS 


261 
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SS™  OF  CHIEF  FUDjLIC  I-IEAJ.,TIi_  INSI^TOl^ 
Sir.r.iaiy  of  Inspections  and  yrorlz^  • 


Nu-iber  of  houses  inspectccl  for  repairs »•«•••••  155 

he-iiispections , calls  etc 542 

Slaup-^iter-house  Licences  renewed.  6 

Heat  and  Food  inspections 471 

Visits  to  Ds.iries  and  Hillc  jUstributors 7 

Petrol  licences  renewed.  69 

Nev:  petrol  licences  issued.  4 

Drainap;e  work  excanined.  92 

Cases  of  Infectious  Msease  investigated...... 193 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  reijovcd. 18 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  cases 21 

Repor-GS  of  Infectious  cases  to  H.O.H.  (excluding  T.B. 10 

Nev/  licences,  Slaughter  of  iiniinals  Act,  1933»»»»» 2 

Renewal  licences , Slaughter  of  iani-ials  Act , 1 933 31 

InfoiTaal  Notices  issued. 98 

(Affecting  119  houses) 

Statutory  Notices  issued. 9 

Y/’ater  Saiaples  talcen*  Cheiaical. 34 

Bacteriological. ..........  36 

Moveable  iXTelling  licences  issued 23 

Visits  re-  Moveable  dwellings 67 

Visits  re-  Refuse  .natters 301 

Visits  rc—  Disinfestation  for  ver.iin. 9 


^ 8 - 


SPEGIAJj  nine  LICIiNGES. 


Pood  and  .’Dru^^o  Acts,  1 
liillc  and  Dairies  Dc/^ilations,  1949* 


SupplG'.iontDxy 
Licences . 


Dealers  * 
Licences • 


Pasteurised . 

Sterilise  cl. 

Tuberculin 

Tented. 

15 

13 

15 

8 

12 

5 

TZT^rnT.Tp  C*|^D'nT'.T'n]p 

Water  supplies  to  tl:e  district  dm-inj^  1955  v/erc,  as  in  previous  yerjrs, 
frau  the  tlirce  main  suxopliers  viz:-  The  South  Staffordshire  Water  Works 
Company,  The  " olverhDnpton  Corporation  and  The  Stafford  Corporation.  The 
quc.lity  of  these  waters  rems.ined  satisfactory. 


The  provision  of  water  mains  in  the  ivetsey  BaiTc  area  v/as  canpletcd 
during  the  year. 


This  Council  undertook  to  sux)p)ly  water  to  Blymliill  Cor.inon  and  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  to  receive  a supply  frau  The  East  Slaropshire  Water 
Board.  The  laying  of  this  main  ca'-inenced  during  the  year. 

Tlio  water  fra.i  none  of  the  tlireo  sources  v/as  plumbo-solvent , 


SOUPCE. 

No, of  Samples 
taJeen  for 
Bacteriological 
E:cauination « 

No. of  Samples 
tejeen  for 
Chemical 
Analysis . 

RESULTS. 

Satisfactory  Unsat i 

sfactorv 

Bact : 

Cliem ; 

Beet ; 

Chem; 

Y/ELLS  (Private) 

23 

21 

3 

4 

20 

17 

SPiDWe-S  (Private) 

3 

3 

- 

2 

3 

1 

I/IAIN  SUPPLIES. 

• 

(a)  PUBLIC 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

(b)  PRIVATE 

9 

9 

3 

8 

6 

1 

TOTALS. 

36 

34 

nn 
1 ! 

i5^ 

29 

19 
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Tile  passincj-,  of  the  Slauffi  ^or-houscs  Act,  19.5A,  allo'vTecl  slauf:htcr-ing 
to  be  cra''riecl  out  at  iirivate  siaurhter-liouses . At  the  outbrorJe  of  Wrx  in 
1939  there  \rcTc  1i;-  such  slau^>Tc;er-houscs  •'..dthin  the  district.  This  nuiber 
of  1A  is  no\7  reduced  to  6 bein.rr  situated  in  the  parishes  of  Uheslyn  Hay, 
Essingrbon,  3rc\700d,  31;j’r.iliill  rnd  Laplcy, 


Carca.ses  nid  Offal  inspected  suid  condemned  in  v/liole  or  in  part 


I 

Cattle. 

Calves . 

Sheep  and 

Pigs, 

\ 

Lambs. 

Nui'.ibcr  inspe ct cd . 

668 

51 

1 ,821 

887 

-r,.-  , - - - - - 

j All  diseases  c::c>-pt 

I Tut^rculosis  riicl 

Cysticcrci. 

ITliole  carcases 

2 

condemned. 

Carcases  of  VT-liich 
sane  pai't  or  orgm 

47. 

10 

3 

\7as  condemned. 

Perccnto.cre  of  the  No, 

insp c c t ed  affect  od 

T/ith  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 

o.o^s 

- 

0.3^3 

0.3^0 

and  cysticcrci. 

Tuberculosis  only; 

Yliole  carcases 

condemned . 

2 

- 

-- 

— 

1 

1 Carcases  of  v/liicli 

sane  part  or  or^rni 

20 

- 

— 

16 

uas  condemned. 

Percent s.ge  of  the 

No.  inspected 
affected  vdth 

3.29 

' 

- 

— 

0 

00 

• 

tuberculosis . 

^ ^0  - 


0^  HOI-^ES  SUPPLIED 
Imi  PiJEEJC^^  • 


HOUSES 

HOUSES  SUEPLIEB 
mRECT. 

Acton  and  Bednall 12^2 

101 

Blyniiill, 15i 

84 

Brewood.  1 ,057 

1,007 

Cheslyn  Hay. 855 

854 

41 

Bunston, 87 

32 

Essington.  925 

919 

Peatherstonc 

324 

Hathert  on 

155 

Hilton.  92 

86 

Huntington 366 

366 

Le.pley.  2^0 

207 

Penlaadge 829 

750 

Sejredon  128 

118 

Sliareshill ......... ,,,,,,,,,  106 

102 

Strctton. 49 

45 

Tcddosley  Hay. 28 

22 

V/eston-under-Lizard. 82 

77 

Great  Wyrlcy . ...,♦, 1 ,324 

1,320 

AimmAX. 

ijurino;  the  year  9 suspected,  cases  of  Antlirojx:  (one  case  sulDscqueritly 

confimed)  w<ire  reported. compared  rath'  9 suspected  cases  in  the  previous 
year. 
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.c  oiJjgc.^-w . 

The  collection  of  refuse  was,  as  inprovious  ycojrs,  carried  out  hy 
direct  labour.  The  si.iall  fleet  is  ..lade  up  of  2 Shclvokc  and  Drev/ry  rear- 
loading  refuse  collectors  each  of  I6/I8  cu.  yd.,  cape.city,  2 lOennis  side- 
loaders  each  of  10  cu.  yd,  capacity.  One  of  these  Dennis  vehicles  is  now 
only  used  prrd:  tine  in  this  scjTvice, 


By  introducing^,  the  Irjrpo  rerx-loali-nn;  vehicles  the  number  is  the 
sane  as  in  194-7?  despite  the  increase  in  the  number  of  houses  since  tliat 
year,  Bor  cxa^.iplc,  these  Irar^o  bhclvokc  and  Lt’cn.-ry  vchcilcs  carrj’-  in 
each  load  approxinately  230  bins  ca.ipar-cd  \rith  an  averaj^e  of  100  bins 
with  the  noY7  rep,arded  old  type  of  side-loader.  Journeys  to  the  tips 
arc,  therefore,  much  reduced  in  nunber. 


llic  Pordson  Tractor  crjrryins  Weatherill  Hydraulic  equipment  continues 
to  be  a success  in  tip  maintensnicc.  This  machine  is  capable  of  attending: 
to  tlirce  or  foYir  tips  each  day. 


ffjSSPOOLS.. 


The  anptyin^  of  cesspools 
r.icnt , At  present  tw'o  veh  los 


is  still  a major  problem  for  this  depart- 
arc  employed  usino;  four  men  including  drivers. 


The  machines  used  are  manufactured  by  Ohclvoke  anid  Dreva'y  and  are 
no^.  3 Q-nd  4 years  of  age  respectively,  I had  hoped  that  the  number  of 
cesspools  in  the  district  would  gra.dually  decr'casc  but  unfortunately 
they  arc  still  being  built. 


P/IT  CLOSETS. 

The  work  of  pa.n  emptying  continues  to  be  much  more  extensive  than 
is  generally  recognised.  There  arc  appro:dJuatcly  930  pan  lavatories 
together  with  tliosc  fran  caravans. 

This  work  was  done  by  an  old  ICarrlcr  Bantam  lorry  adapted  for  tliis 
purpose,  Tliree  men  were  a.iploycd  in  the  scarvice, 

in  previous  years,  I must  sa.y  tha.t  tliis  Council  is  very  fortunate 
indeed  in  having  men  who  vd.ll  regularly  do  this  filthy  work  in  all  kinds 
of  weather. 


